
Studying A Midsummer Night’s Dream allows 

pupils to engage with world literature by exploring 

Shakespeare’s global influence, classical themes 

of love, identity, and transformation, and the 

play’s place within the literary canon. Pupils can 

also explore the play as a springboard into non-

fiction 'whodunnit' texts, investigating the 

mysterious and magical events in the woods 

through a detective lens. This approach supports 

analytical reading, inference-making, and writing 

in varied non-fiction forms such as reports, 

newspaper articles, and interviews..

English

The Middle East, a crossroads of trade and 

culture, connects to A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream through its focus on diverse groups and 

shared human experiences. Just as the region’s 

varied landscapes shape its history, the 

enchanted forest shapes the play’s events. 

Environmental issues like water scarcity and 

desertification in the Middle East are reflected 

in the play’s disrupted natural world. This 

disruption highlights the impact of human 

actions and the need for sustainability. The 

play’s return to harmony mirrors the collective 

effort needed to tackle climate change and 

build a sustainable future.

Geography

The fantastical setting and transformations 

in A Midsummer Night’s Dream provide a 

creative gateway for scientific exploration 

through the concept of illusion and light 

(e.g. moonlight, shadows, and stage 

effects), The creation of “love potions” and 

the states of matter in theatrical effects 

(mists, fogs, dry ice), and through studies of 

plants (e.g. the flower Oberon uses), 

ecosystems, and the human responses to 

emotion, sleep, and pheromones. 

Science

Pupils can explore themes of 

identity, transformation, and fantasy 

in A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

through the lens of “This is Me,” 

creating personal and expressive 

artworks that reflect their own 

dreams, fears, or dual identities. 

Pupils might produce masks, 

dreamscapes, or character-inspired 

visual journals, responding both 

personally and imaginatively to the 

world of the play. 

Art

History

The setting of A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream, with its forest and rural elements, 

provides a link to agriculture and local 

traditions, connecting meaningfully with 

the Lincolnshire Show. Pupils can explore 

historical and modern machinery used in 

agriculture, create design solutions 

inspired by the natural setting of the play 

(e.g. forest stages, mechanical props), 

and research how local produce ties into 

historical rural life and community.

Technology

The play’s themes of conflict, change, and power 

reflect historical struggles in the Middle East. Character 

tensions mirror real-world misunderstandings, while 

Theseus symbolises leaders balancing authority and 

justice. The resolution through dialogue highlights the 

value of communication for peaceful change. Magical 

transformations echo social movements seeking reform, 

showing how personal and collective growth drives 

progress. The play suggests that lasting change comes 

through cooperation and understanding—lessons 

relevant to both past and present challenges in the 

region.

Thematic Overview
‘A Midsummer Nights Dream’ –  William Shakespeare

Reading

A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a comedy by 

William Shakespeare that follows lovers, fairies, 

and amateur actors who find their lives entangled 

in a magical forest. The magic causes mix-ups 

and comical situations, but everything is resolved 

by the end..
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