
A Dangerous Crossing by Jane Mitchell
A Dangerous Crossing tells the story of Ghalib Shenu, a 13-year-old Kurdish boy living in war-torn Syria. 
When the violence in his hometown becomes unbearable, his family is forced to leave everything 
behind and flee in search of safety. Their journey takes them through dangerous cities, refugee camps, 
and across the sea in an overcrowded, unsafe boat.
Along the way, Ghalib experiences fear, separation, loss, and hardship but also witnesses courage, 
kindness, and hope. Based on the real experiences of Syrian refugee families, the novel highlights the 
struggles refugees face while emphasizing the importance of resilience, family, and compassion. It 
encourages readers to understand the human impact of war and displacement.
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Curiosity & Knowledge Explore & Make Health & Me

English: Fiction- Dystopian stories 

Maths: Data and statistics

 

Science:

History: The British Empire

 

Geography: Coasts

RE: Expression, Experience and the Sacred

Art: Tribal Art

Computing: App Design 

Technology: Cooking 

PE: Striking and fielding. 

MFL: French cartoon characters 

PSHE: Relationships 

Music: BAND MUSCIANSHIP 2: THE BLUES

PSHE – Understanding social media, relationships and 

boundaries within relationships.

Outdoor Education – Pupils will be developing water sport 

skills with particular focus on water safety whilst 

paddleboarding.

PE –Pupils also develop officiating skills by applying rules, 

making fair decisions, and keeping score, helping them to 

build leadership, confidence, and an understanding of fair 

play. Through sports such as rounders and cricket, students 

enhance their physical, social, and decision-making skills.

Emotional Intelligence – Reflecting on our own emotional 

identity and what makes us unique. 

Citizenship – Understanding what active citizenship is and 

how we can support our community. 

English – Dystopian stories; pupils will look a range of 
dystopian books. They will compare with our class 
text ‘A Dangerous Crossing’ and eventually building 
up to writing parts of their own Dystopian story. 

Maths – Pupils will strengthen their understanding of 
data handling, picograms, tally charts and how to 
use this data in real life situations. 

Science – Pupils will be focussing on unicellular 
organisms and understanding the wonders of earth 
and space. 

Computing – The children will design and make their 

own healthy fitness app. 

Geography – Exploring coastal environments, landscapes, and 

how coasts are formed.

History – Learning about the growth and impact of the British 

Empire.

Art & Design – Creating tribal art.

Modern Foreign Languages (French) – Learning vocabulary and 

phrases about holiday destinations and describing places and 

activities.

Music – Creating melodies and exploring different musical styles.

Religious Education – Exploring what influences our and each 

others beliefs. 

Design & Technology – Creating different recipes; two weeks of 

creating Syrian dishes, Two weeks of bush tucker baking. 
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